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Harold L. I&es, Coordinator of Fisheries, tod,w discussed with represent- 
atives of the Food Distribution ~A&-Anistration means of solving the ice shortage 
which has tied up scores of shrimp boats alore the Louiskna a;d South Carolina 
coasts. 

Reports to the Coordinatorls of;- “ice were t&t 86 trawlers and five ice boats 
were tied q at Buras, 100 trxnrlers at Morgan City, pnd staller zz~bers at other 
points along the Louisiana coast, site of most U. S. shrimu production. An 
undetermined 1xx:ber of vessels was tied u-p in South Carolina-ports. 

The Louisiana shriq industrJ7 is :iow receiving or;ly about 50 percent of its 
normal ice requirements due to the shortage which has affected other elements of 
the food business and civilian consumption as w&l. 

Several fxtors arc to be blamed for tne shortage in Louisiana, Charles E. 
Jackson, Acting Deput;: Coordinator, declared. One has been the large increa.se in 
population in the area because of activities connected with the war and .the ina- 
bility of icyproducing firms to obtain sufficient manpower and facilities to meet 
the extra suxxr demand. There have elso been increased demands for ice for ship- 
ments of fresh produce originating; ir? Louisiana and for bananas passing through 
the port of Yew Orleans, 
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